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had nothing but
z‘;bi}uf their expen

11106{,}1&3 oty the shores of O L,di’ Lakﬁ,
was opened in 1938 on the grounds of
what had been a fishing resort.

The camp recently held its 75ih
retinion, which brought about 120 former
Rad Pme campers from as far away as
Mexico, to the Minocqua area,

Memories

One of those campers with fond mem-
ories of her summers camping at Red
Pine was Linda Castoer, a high school
secretary from Princeton, I

“Red Pine was my home away from

retur

liked about her 13 years as a camper and
counselor was the one-on-one instrug-
tion, whether it was in activities like
archery or sailboating or horseback rid-
ing.

“T came from a large family and to be
able to have that one-op-one time was

home,” Castner said. “We were just one
big happy family.”

Castner’s first four-week sammer ses-
sion at Red Pine was in 1564, She was a
camper uniil the summer of 1971, when
she did hey first stint as a com‘;selu. She
continued as a counselor through the
1973 camping scason at Hed Pine.

“We could be our own person, were

ireated like ladies, and we had choices,”
Casiner said.

Sheils McMulty is a federal judge in jna
Chicagoe who did her first camping sea-
son at Bed Pine in 1972, She also now
serves on the camp’s board of directors.
"Wy friends back home would ask me
why | wanted to come back here every
summer,” Melalty said.

“There’s just something about coming
up here to a nice environment for kids,”
she said. “You could do all kinds of
things and you could be competitive or
not.”

One of the things McMuity said she

nice,” she said. “I love that 1 learned how
to clean ioilets!” she exclaimed.

Her daughter ts one of the latest in the
family to atiend Red Pine.

Sheila’s sister, Mary Grossman
{known o everyone there as Mary Fran),
was the first froms the MceMNulty family 1o
attend the camp and also did 13 years as
a camper and counselor.

Mary and Sheila and their family lived

a suburb of Chicage when iiﬁ,y were
kids and their parents were always busy.

“Someone from ouwr iown had gone
and foved it 8o | wanted 10 go,”’ she said.

Mary, who works as a personal trainer,
now Hves in Massachusetis, bui she
remembers what she really loved about
Red Pine and what brought her back alt
those summers.

“ just loved the Northwoods, the clear
water,” she said. “We could do all these
activities we couldn’t do at home.”

“One of my years as a counselor, T had

A wash to help the cause

“The Bo der Juuctmn Cixamber of Commerce and atea lakes associa:”
i tions held their third and final boat wash of the seasoii Saturday, Au
18; infront of the Guide’s Inn in BoulderJunetion to help raise aware
tiess about the 1mportanee of cleaning bhoats to: prevent the spread of
aguatic invasive species. In addition to boats, Volunteers washed carsg”
and trucks for the same $5 donation to raise money for the Eeulder-,
‘ Junection Area Boat Landing Improvement Fund. ‘Helping out on Sat-
urday ‘were volunteers (from the left) Bob Bertch, Chris and Dennis_
':'Rﬁiss,:l)mk Nelson, John Zehn and Jlm Naylor. J im "Tait (far rlght) is’
nextin- Ime to get hls truck washed :

Sheila in my cabin as a camper,” she said.
“We won't go into the pranks we played
on each other.”

Physical connection for one

Pam Wells is a pediatrician from San
Diego, Calif.,.-who was a Red Pine
camper from 1672-78.

Her ties to the camp aren’t just pprson—

al but plrysical as well.

“My great grandfather leased a cabin
across the lake and my family had a place
up here,” she said,

“tdy dad was a vardboy here when he
was younger and when I was alid, in the
winter, we’d come up and go snowmobil-
ing.”

Wells was asked if the proximity of
her family to the camp during the time
she was here wag a problem.

“T loved camp,” she sald. “When I
would be here my mom would actually
look through her binoculars from across
the lake trving:to see me.”

Her shyness was something she said
her vears at camp helped her get over.

“When I started here, I was pathologi-
cally shy,” Wells said. ““This place went a
long way toward helping me get over that
and build my self-confidence, my sel-
esteern.”

Wells said she'd like to see the camp
do a reunion every year and while her
eight-year-old daughter didn’t camyp this
year, she will be a Red Pine camper in
2013.

She said she didn’t think she’d be
looking through binoculars for her
daughter, however.

Camp traditions

The camp’s, raditions were another
item meniioned by the former campers as
a reason for its.appeal.

Kim Hackman, a third grade teacher
from 5t. LouisgMo., who spent 19 sum-
mers at Red Pine starting with the 1971
camping season, sald the experience
never changes.

“Bverything they do today, whether it's
the aciivities or ihe ceremonies, mimics
what we did when 1 was here,” she said.

Dean Hall photograph
Campers and counselors past and present zi the Bed Pine Camp gather for a candlelighi cevemony during
the recent reunion of camp alumni marking the camyp’s 75th year.

Cne thing Hackman felt was important
was how those girls who maybe didn’t
start at Red Pine until later weren’t lefi
out by those whe had been going since

© they were younger.

“They were made to feel as though
they were part of the whole thing.”
said.

Connie Schofield, who became ithe
camp’s direcior after Red Pine alum and
American Girl founder Pleasant Rowland
bought the property from a developer in
2007, said the camp’s strucivre is scme-
thing voung girls and young wormen need
taday. '

Grossman agreed.

“There are no phones,
iPods, nothing electronic,
something fo;: a pmjwt they may he
working on,” she said. “The whole idea is
v get the ;Jlris time to disconnect and to
g0 outside and enjoy the world,”

“They may whing a hittie when they
gei heve,” Grossipan said, “but they love-
it when they leave.”

Brian Jopek may be reached a1
biopek@lakelandtimes com.
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Dean Hail pholograph
Hed Pine camp alum and coarvent
camp divecltor Connie Schofield
reads at the candlelight ceremony
held during a recent reunion of
camp alumni to mark the camp’s
75th anniversary.
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